Some Of Our Undergraduate
Majors Have Become
LeadersIn The Field

E including Professor Jennifer Smith of the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,
Professor Adam Albright of MIT, and
Professor Norvin Richards of MIT. Professor
Richards says:

QCornell@linguistics department was an

ideal place for me as an undergraduate. They
take undergraduate education very seriously
thereN and that® nothing to take for granted,
particularly not in departmentswith
graduate programs asimpressive as
Cornell@. Their undergraduate advising is
amazing; | got alot of individual attention,
and had the chance to meet on aregular basis
with some of the top scholarsin thefield.
That@ the environment that made it possible
for meto get started on original work of my
own, developing research topics that |@n still
working on today.O

Check us out on theweb at:

General Information
http:/ / ling.cornell.edu/

Some Of Our More
Recent Graduates...

The linguistics major was a natural choice for Rebecca Tucker,
©5. Shestudied Spanish, French, and Latin whilein high school
and traveled to Spain, Italy, and CostaRica. At Cornell, the major
allowed her to study the variety of characteristics across
languages and cultures. Rebecca continued studying Spanish
and began studying Nepali, which led to concentrations in
international relations and South Asian studies. Upon
graduating, Rebecca chose amore health-care oriented field and
is currently working on her masters in speech-language
pathology at the University of Connecticut. She hopesto work
in an educational setting.

A quotefrom Becky: 4 discovered that | loved languagesduring
high school, and the linguistics major at Cornell wasthe perfect
opportunity to study language in general and gain exposure to
awide variety of languages. The faculty are absolutely greatN
incredibly knowledgeable in their field and supportive of their
students. My linguistics degree hasbeen an excellent foundation
for starting in speech-language pathologyN whether 1@ working
with a child who has trouble pronouncing certain letters or
helping a stroke victim regain the ability to construct complex
sentences, the knowledge I®e gained of language mechanics has
been invaluable.O

Katie Conlon @5 became interested in Linguistics after having
studied German and Latin in high school. However, once she
started her freshman year at Cornell, she began studying
Japanese, and it is this language that she pursued whole-
heartedly during her time at Cornell. During her junior year,
shestudied abroad at International Christian University in Tokyo,
Japan. Katiewrote her senior honorsthesison Japanese-English
Code-Switching...in Japanese! After graduationN whereshewas
aCollege of Artsand Sciences Banner Bearer, an honor bestowed
on the two students with the third and fourth highest GPAs in
the College of Arts & SciencesN she moved to Los Angeles,
Californiaand got ajob at Kintetsu International, a Japanese tour
operation company. Sheworksasaresearch coordinator, setting
up technical visits for tours coming from Japan to the United
States. Her job gives her the opportunity to use Japanesein a
business setting every day, and the analytical skills developed
through her Linguistics major are aterrific asset.

A quote from Katie: O decided to major in Linguistics because
of my enthusiasm for learning foreign languages in general,
although | ended up focusing on Japanese during my time at
Cornell. | wasableto get awell-rounded Linguistics education,
learning the syntax, semantics, phonetics, phonology, etc. of the
world@languages, while simultaneously being able to focus on
my passion for Japanese by centering each of my final projects
on that particular language. My job at Kintetsu allows me to
grow beyond theacademicand social Jgpanesethat wasmy focus
at Cornell to the business Japanese that will hopefully carry me
throughout my career.O
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Linguistics

LINGUISTICS is the scientific study of human
language. Languageisat the center of almost every
human activity; yet producing and understanding
even the simplest of sentences is one of the most
complicated tasks that we perform, and much about
how language is organized and how we learn,
process and use it, is still unknown. In attempting
to answer such questions, linguistics lies at the
crossroads of the humanities, the natural sciences
and the social sciences, asone of the coredisciplines
attempting to understand what it is to be human.

Who are we?

The Linguistics faculty consists of 16 full-time
faculty members. Many of us combine a
specialization in somelanguage or language group

with teaching and research in an area of general

linguistics. Someofusworkattheinterfacebetween
linguistics and other disciplines. All faculty teach

undergraduate courses and are involved in

undergraduate advising. They include

aworld-renowned linguists whose interests not
only cover all the major subfields of linguistics,
but also span alarge portion of the globe.

athe first theoretical linguist to receive the NSF
Young Investigator Award.

atwo recipients of Appel Fellowships, the College

of Arts and SciencesOmost prestigious award for
excellence in undergraduate teaching and
research.

aone recipient of the Robert A. & Donna B. Paul
Award for Excellencein Advising

aone recipient of the Carpenter Memorial Advising
Prize for undergraduate advising.

aone recipient of the Russell Teaching Award for
exceptional effortsin teaching undergraduate
students.

aln addition, three of our graduate teaching
assistants have received Clark awards for
outstanding teaching.

What Do Linguists
Teach and Study?

Linguistics attempts to answer such questions as

ahow the mind enables usto produce and
understand utterances

ahow children acquire language

ahow and why languages resemble and differ
from each other

ahow and why languages change over time, and
how they are related

ahow the categories of language relate to the
world

ahow language use varies across different social
and cultural contexts

&how to make computerstalk and @nderstand®
human languages

Getting Started...

aFirst-year writing seminars (LING 100)
aTheintroductory survey course LING 101
aLower-level courses with no prerequisites,
including:
English Words: Histories and Mysteries
History of the English Language to 1300
History of the English Language since 1300
Language and Gender
Minority Languages and Linguistics
Linguistic Theory and Poetic Structure

/The M aj or

In addition to general introductory coursesin
areas like phonetics, phonology, syntax,
semantics, and historical linguistics, linguistics
majors are encouraged to develop programs of
study which focus on individual areas of special
interest, combining the major with a language
area, for example, or with arelated discipline,
such as anthropology, computer science,
philosophy, or psychology. The linguistics major
is characterized by:

asmall classes, and the opportunity for close
interaction between students and professors,
both in and out of the classroom.

athe ability to tailor your program around
specific interests.

arich opportunities for connections with other
fields, such as psychology, computer science,
philosophy, cognitive studies or language area
studies.

aindependent research: many of our students
write honors theses.

4a chance to use the resources of our state-of-the-
art phonetics and computational linguistics
labs.

- J

Why Linguistics?

Linguistics is an inherently interdisciplinary field, and
students are attracted to it in different ways. Some have
simply alwaysenjoyed studying foreign languages, and find
that linguistics allows a greater appreciation of their
intricacies. Othershave studied computer science, logic, or
mathematics and are looking for a field where these
disciplines can be applied to problems of human behavior.
Still others are intrigued by the history behind similarities
and differences among related languages. Much of the
appeal of this field of study derives from the combination
of intuition and rigor that the analysis of language demands.

Some majors go on to advanced study in linguistics, but the
majority pursue careers in areas as diverse as speech
technology, computational linguistics, speech pathology,
language teaching, law, publishing, advertising, medicine,
and business.



